[Modified two-stage surgery for total auriculoplasty with autogenous rib cartilage].
To introduce a modified surgery for total auriculoplasty and the experience in one hundred and forty-six cases (155 ears). The procedure was a two-stage operation. The first stage involved fabrication and grafting of a costal cartilage framework. A U-shaped skin incision was made on the posterior edge of the lobule and the remnant ear cartilage was removed completely. The area for the insertion of the cartilage framework was undermined. Skin flaps were sutured after insertion of the cartilage framework. The second-stage surgery was usually performed six months after the first-stage operation. The reconstructed auricle was elevated, and a costal cartilage block was fixed to the posterior part of the auricle. A temporoparietal fascia flap was then used to cover the costal cartilage block. Finally, the posterior aspect of the projected auricle was covered with a spit-thickness skin graft. The incisions healed in one hundred and forty-one patients (150 ears) after the first stage operation. Partial necrosis of the postauricular flap was observed in five cases (5 ears) after the first stage operation, but no exposure or absorption of the cartilage took place. The skin grafts survived in one hundred and thirty-nine cases (147 ears) after the second-stage surgery. Partial necrosis of the skin graft was observed in seven cases (8 ears), but healed after one-week of dressing changes. Ninety-four cases (97 ears) were followed up, but fifty-two cases (58 ears) were lost to follow up. The follow-up at six months to two years showed satisfactory contour and projection of the constructed ears. This two-stage surgery is simple and ideal for auricloplasty with few complications.